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the course of instruction, or in examinations for promotion, simply because 
their responses were not heard.” He, therefore, suggests that “ persons 
desirous of acquiring a pedagogical education at the public expense should 
be subjected to an aural examination before they are accepted, and in the 
appointment of teachers in the public schools the ability to hear well should 
be a requisite.” (p. 25.) 

When alluding to aural hygiene in the schools, Dr. Sexton says, “When 
we are appealed to as humanitarians to provide hospital accommodations 
for the poorer class, no means are spared in the planning and erection of 
healthful buildings for their use, but when school-houses are to be con¬ 
structed—when both body and mind should be aided in development, 
prepared, I may say, to enter the struggle for ‘ the survival of the fittest’ 
—their erection is, I fear, too often intrusted to the political contractor, 
whose knowledge in building is chiefly confined to 4 making it pay.’ ” 

The author then discusses the mistake of paying all attention to heating 
a school-room, and none to ventilation, the insufficient clothing of some 
school-children, and the excessive clothing of others, and the evils arising 
from out-door bathing. lie further calls attention to the evils of mouth¬ 
breathing, directs us what to do when foreign bodies get iiuo the ear, depre¬ 
cates boxing the ears, and alludes to the misfortune of having a school-room 
so near a street as to be disturbed by its noises. The physical well-being of 
a child is often interfered with by the foulness of a discharging ear, and 
his mental condition greatly depressed by the knowledge that the offensive 
smell of his ear renders him an object to be avoided, not only by his fel¬ 
low-pupils, but even by his teachers. From a purely cosmetic treatment, 
therefore, in such cases excellent moral results would accrue to patient, 
fellow-pupils, and teachers. We most heartily recommend this pamphlet 
to the careful attention of the profession. C. Id. B. 


Art. XXXVI_ A Case of Ectropion Success fully treated by Trans¬ 

plantation of Skin from the Ann and Forearm. By Louis II. Foss- 
will, M.B. 12ino. pp. 10. London: J. & A. Churchill, 1882. 

This pamphlet is a fuller account of a case already reported at the 
British Medical Association, but is worthy of notice from the character of 
the operation, and the success which followed it. 

A boy, aged 10, had been so severely burned some years before as to 
have complete eversion of both left eyelids and the lower lip. The left 
cornea was inflamed and opaque, and the right opaque and staphylomatous, 
with some eversion of the lower lid. The left eye remained staring wide 
open during sleep. No health)'skin was available for a flap. Accordingly, 
after dissecting loose the two left eyelids, Mr. Fosswill pared their edges 
and united the lids by sutures. He then cut from the right arm and fore¬ 
arm, with a sharp knife, two semicircular pieces of skin, one 2j X 1^ 
inches, the other two-thirds as large, and placed them on the upper and 
lower raw surfaces. Each piece was freed from all areolar tissue and fat, 
and secured in place by fine silk sutures. Gold-beaters’ skin, cotton-wool, 
and a bandage completed the dressing. On removal of the gold-beaters’ 
skin on the sixth day the union was so firm that some stitches were removed, 
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and the remainder two days later. On the twelfth day the lids, which 
had united firmly, were separated, and the cornea was found greatly im¬ 
proved. Dressings were continued for five weeks. The upper ectropion 
was completely cured, the lower nearly so. 

Mr. Fosswill recommends that the large skin graft be cut with a knife 
instead of scissors; that it be 50 or 60 per cent, in excess of the surface 
to be covered, so as to allow for shrinkage ; that all areolar and fat be dis¬ 
sected off, even at the risk of loss of heat by the flap ; that the sutures be 
numerous and fine, and that the dressings be but little interfered with, and 
continued for some weeks, with a view to warmth if nothing else. The 
gold-beaters’ skin is of the greatest use in preventing the displacement of 
the flap, an irreparable disaster. 

This extension of the experience of Reverdin and Ollier with the skin 
and periosteum promises to be very useful in the future. Our own essays 
with it have not been so successful, but we have learned much from our 
author’s experience. 

It is to be regretted that no illustrations accompany this interesting and 
instructive case. W. W. K. 


Art. XXXVII. — Human Osteology, comprising a Description of the 
Bones, with Delineations of the Attachment of the Muscles, the General 
and Microscopic Structure, of Bone and its Development. By Luther 
Hoi.den, assisted by James Shuter. 8vo. pp. xii., 309. PI. Ixi, 
and wood-cuts lxxxix. Sixth edition. Philadelphia: Presley Blakis- 
ton, 1882. 

The appearance of a sixth edition of this well-known and excellent 
monograph is a healthy sign. We welcome it anew, and with the greatest 
pleasure both for its own and its author’s sake. We heartily wish that 
more of our anatomical plates were not only as good, but as creditable to 
the author’s skill as draughtsman, as these by Mr. Ilolden. It is a pleasure 
to see on each recurring lithographic plate, “ From Nature by L. Holden.” 
Besides a few minor improvements in this edition a few brief notes on 
Comparative Osteology have been added which, though not new or exten¬ 
sive, add immensely to the value of the book. This is especially so to any 
London student, for all these references are accompanied by the number 
of the illustrative specimen in the splendid museum of the Royal College 
of Surgeons. Mr. Flower has lately rearranged the museum specimens 
with precisely the same object in view. Each bone of the human body 
lias grouped with it typical specimens of the corresponding bone from as 
many of the lower animals as are accessible. In this manner the entire 
skeleton can be studied with the greatest possible help from Comparative 
Anatomy. Mr. Holden has made his book a companion volume to the 
museum. 

Why could not the same be done in this country by the Mutter Museum 
in Philadelphia, the Museum of Comparative Anatomy in Cambridge, and 
others ? W. W. K. 



